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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 9/12/09 
has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 19-22, 27-30, 32-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 6341422 to O'Donnell in view of US Patent 6435489 to 
Rice et al. and US Patent 3504508 to Bornzin. 

Re: claims 19, 20, 27, 28, and 34-36. O'Donnell shows in figure 1 a vibration 
mounting comprising a base member 16 and/or fasteners (one of which shown in the 
area of 33b) for mounting to a mounting location and a support member 28 for 
supporting a load 18, the vibration mounting having a center line in the load bearing 
direction, wherein the support member is spaced apart from the base member in a load 
bearing direction by a vibration isolating element 30 of a resilient material, which 
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comprises material that extends outwardly from a central portion of the vibration 
isolating element secured to the base member via element 26 towards the support 
member wherein the material has an upper surface engaging the support member and 
at least one free surface shown to the left of the end of the lead arrow of number 30, 
and wherein the vibration mounting comprises a low friction lateral buffer means 
including a buffer member 44 being an arm of the support member extending from the 
support member towards the base member, the buffer member being spaced by a gap 
from a contact plate 34 affixed to the central portion of the vibration isolating element, 
wherein the buffer member contacts the contact plate when vibration displacements 
exceed a predetermined amplitude that causes the gap to close, and does not contact 
the contact plate when vibration displacements are less than the predetermined 
amplitude. 

O'Donnell is silent with regards to the vibration isolating element comprising a 
plurality of lobes on each side of a plane passing through the center line wherein each 
lobe extends outwardly from a central portion of the vibration isolating element and also 
extends in a lateral direction different from that of other lobes. 

Rice et al. teach in figures 1-3 and 4A a vibration mounting wherein the vibration 
isolating element comprises a plurality of lobes as labeled on pg. 4 of this action each 
lobe extending from the base member towards the support member and also extends in 
a lateral direction different from that of other lobes. 

Re: claims 21 and 22. O'Donnell, as modified, teach in O'Donnell the limitation 
wherein the vibration isolating element is secured to a raised portion or the fastener 
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portion of the base member by way of element 26, and the resilient material extending 
at an angle to the base member, an outward end, particularly and axially outward end, 
of the resilient material engaging a corresponding portion of the support member. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the vibration isolating element of O'Donnell to 
have comprised a plurality of lobes, as taught by Rice et al., in order to provide a 
resilient buffer between the support member and the base member while utilizing a 
reduced amount of material compared to using a completely annular piece of material in 
order to achieve a cost savings. 

O'Donnell, as modified, is silent with regards to the buffer means being a low 
friction buffer means. 

Bornzin teaches in col. 4 lines 3-5 the use of a low friction buffer means in the 
form of an object made of nylon. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to have modified the buffer means of 
O'Donnell, as modified, to have included the contact plate or the buffer member to have 
been made of nylon to form a low friction buffer means, as taught by Bornzin, in order to 
provide a means of preventing wear from continuous contact actions. 

Re: claims 29, 41, and 42. O'Donnell, as modified, teach in O'Donnell the 
vibration mounting further comprising a secondary buffer or gap between 30 and 35 for 
further increasing resistance to displacement beyond a second predetermined 
amplitude of vibration displacement in the first lateral direction. 

Re: claim 30. O'Donnell, as modified, teach in O'Donnell a load bearing direction 
buffer or the gap between 46 and the top of 34 for increasing resistance to displacement 
of the support member relative to the base member in the load bearing direction. 
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Re: claims 32 and 33. O'Donnell, as modified, teach in O'Donnell the limitation 
wherein the load bearing direction buffer comprises a first load bearing direction buffer 
for increasing resistance to a positive displacement beyond a positive displacement 
threshold or the interaction between 46 and the top of element 34 and a second load 
bearing direction buffer or the interaction between 26 and 30 in the area near the end of 
the lead line of number 52 for increasing resistance to a negative displacement beyond 
a negative displacement threshold. 

4. Claims 19, 24, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent 2162714 to Hamblin in view of US Patent 6435489 to Rice 
et al. and US Patent 3504508 to Bornzin. 

Re: claims 19 and 27. Hamblin shows in figure 3 a vibration mounting 
comprising a base member 1 1' for mounting to a mounting location and a support 
member 19 for supporting a load 10', the vibration mounting having a center line in the 
load bearing direction, wherein the support member is spaced apart from the base 
member in a load bearing direction by a vibration isolating element 16' of a resilient 
material, which comprises material that extends outwardly from a central portion of the 
vibration isolating element secured to the base member towards the support member 
wherein the material has an upper surface engaging the support member and at least 
one free surface, and wherein the vibration mounting comprises a lateral buffer means 
including a buffer member being an arm of the support member shown to the left of the 
end of the lead line of number 21 extending from the support member towards the base 
member, the buffer member being spaced by a gap 21 from a contact plate 20 affixed to 
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the central portion of the vibration isolating element by way of element 11', wherein the 
buffer member contacts the contact plate when vibration displacements exceed a 
predetermined amplitude that causes the gap to close, and does not contact the contact 
plate when vibration displacements are less than the predetermined amplitude. 

Hamblin is silent with regards to the vibration isolating element comprising a 
plurality of lobes on each side of a plane passing through the center line wherein each 
lobe extends outwardly from a central portion of the vibration isolating element and also 
extends in a lateral direction different from that of other lobes. 

Rice et al. teach in figures 1-3 and 4A a vibration mounting wherein the vibration 
isolating element comprises a plurality of lobes as labeled on pg. 4 of this action each 
lobe extending from the base member towards the support member and also extends in 
a lateral direction different from that of other lobes. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the vibration isolating element of Hamblin to have 
comprised a plurality of lobes, as taught by Rice et al., in order to provide a resilient 
buffer between the support member and the base member while utilizing a reduced 
amount of material compared to using a completely annular piece of material in order to 
achieve a cost savings. 

Hamblin, as modified, is silent with regards to the buffer means being a low 
friction buffer means. 

Bornzin teaches in col. 4 lines 3-5 the use of a low friction buffer means in the 
form of an object made of nylon. 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have modified the buffer means of Hamblin, as modified, to have 
included the contact plate or the buffer member to have been made of nylon to form a 
low friction buffer means, as taught by Bornzin, in order to provide a means of 
preventing wear from continuous contact actions. 

Re: claim 24. Hamblin, as modified, teaches in Hamblin pg. 1 lines 3-4 the use 
of the vibration isolating element comprising an elastomeric polymer or rubber. With 
respect to the limitation of the vibration isolating element being formed by injection 
molding, it is noted that the patentability of a product claim does not depending on its 
method of production. See MPEP 2113. "...We are therefore of the opinion that 
when the prior art discloses a product which reasonably appears to be either identical 
with or only slightly different than a product claimed in a product-by-process claim, a 
rejection based alternatively on either section 102 or section 103 of the statute is 
eminently fair and acceptable. As a practical matter, the Patent Office is not equipped to 
manufacture products by the myriad of processes put before it and then obtain prior art 
products and make physical comparisons therewith." In re Brown, 459 F.2d 531, 535, 
173 USPQ 685, 688 (CCPA 1972). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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6. Claims 37 and 43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
US Patent 6435489 to Rice et al. 

Re: claims 37 and 43. Rice et al. show in figures 1-3 and 4A a vibration mounting 
comprising a base member 16 for mounting to a mounting location and a support 
member 26 for supporting a load, the support member being spaced apart from the 
base member in a load-bearing direction by a vibration isolating element 36 of a resilient 
material, wherein the vibration isolating element comprises a plurality of lobes as 
labeled on pg. 6 of this action each lobe extending from the base member towards the 
support member and also extends in a lateral direction different from that of other lobes, 
wherein the support member comprises at least one buffer member or portion shown in 
the area at the end of element number 28 extending towards the base member between 
adjacent lobes (adjacent with respect to the diameter of the of element 28) of the 
vibration isolating element such that the buffer member contacts a resilient material 
buffer shown in the area of element number 46 secured to the base member when 
vibration displacements exceed a first predetermined amplitude in a first lateral 
direction, and wherein the base member includes an upwardly extending portion or the 
top half of element 16 as shown in figure 1 which extends into the vibration isolating 
element and a transverse pin member 64 which is transverse with respect to the top 
surface of element 16 secured to the support member, extends through openings in the 
upwardly extending portion of the base member and through an inverted U-shaped 
channel shown in the area of the end of the lead line of number 40 in figure 3 formed in 
the vibration isolating element underneath the upwardly extending portion of the base 
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member (it is noted that a portion of element 40 extends below the upwardly extending 
portion of the base member as shown in figure 1). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 38-40 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

8. Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Melody M. Burch whose telephone number is 571-272- 
71 14. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (6:30 AM-3:00 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Siconolfi can be reached on 571-272-7124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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September 28, 2009 

/Melody M. Burch/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3657 



